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 Blood Sample Instructions

1.  Appropriately restrain the animal. Locate a blood vessel, 

visually or by palpation. Clean the area so the sample is 

not contaminated with dirt or manure. Use a clean needle 

or lancet for every animal.

Two to three drops of blood are needed on the collector portion of the card. This can be collected from anywhere on the 

animal. Two locations for easy-to-find blood vessels are the ear and the underside of the tail.

3.  Collect two to three drops of blood on the collector 

portion of the collection card by allowing the blood to 

drip or squirt onto the card. Do not wipe the needle, ear 

or tail on the collection card. Discard the needle in an 

appropriate disposal container.

4.  Before placing blood drops on blood cards, write an 

accurate customer name and animal ID in the spaces 

provided. Let the cards sit open and air dry before 

closing cover flap.

2.  Blood can also be sampled with a syringe or blood tube 

from the vein on the underside of the tail. This may be 

easier than sampling blood from an ear vein that is 

covered with long, thick hair.
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